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JRR Begins 20th Year
Marsha Studebaker, former RRCNA Director of Communications

In The Beginning …
As The Journal of Reading Recovery begins its 20th year of 
publication, most readers may be surprised to learn that 
in the beginning, there was controversy . The idea was 
so controversial, in fact, that a small RRCNA commit-
tee meeting attracted more than 30 people to hear results 
of member research about whether the Council should 
establish a Reading Recovery practitioner’s journal . After 
all, we already had multiple newsletters and a research 
journal:

•  The Running Record, a review of Reading Recovery 
theory and practice for the teaching community, 
launched in October 1988. Mary Fried was editor 
for 8 years until Judith Neal took over in 1996 .

•  Network News, for the teacher leader and trainer 
community, also launched in 1988, with Mary 
Fried and OSU colleagues serving as editorial staff . 

•  Council Connections debuted in the spring of 1995, 
soon after RRCNA was incorporated, with Janet 
Bufalino as editor . 

•  Literacy, Teaching and Learning, an international 
scholarly research journal, launched in 1994, with 
Adria Klein and Stanley Swartz as editors . 

Should teachers and teacher leaders have the same infor-
mation? Would school administrators have time to read 
teaching information? And, most importantly, who would 
review and edit articles to ensure fidelity to Marie Clay’s 
work? University training centers had been entrusted with 
that responsibility . How could RRCNA, with no Reading 
Recovery-trained staff, ensure accuracy and fidelity? 

The meeting adjourned with a recommendation that the 
decision be referred to the RRCNA Board of Trustees . 
Council Connections notes in the spring 2001 issue that 
the board deferred a proposal to “combine all 3 newslet-
ters into one quarterly publication until consultation with 
NATG” at its February 2001 meeting . Then weeks of 
behind the scenes discussion began . 

Not everyone was convinced, but eventually the concept 
of The Journal of Reading Recovery was approved, and the 
semi-annual publication launched in the fall of 2001 . 

To this day, I believe seeing 
the prototype journal with 
an actual Reading Recovery 
student on the cover is what 
tipped the scale in favor . 
Since that very first issue, 
the students, families, and 
teachers in their “Where 
Are They Now” and “Parent 
Voices” stories have been a 
living reminder of Reading 
Recovery’s success in North America! 

Many editorial meetings occurred over dinner when edi-
tors could relax and talk about what they were seeing in 
the field, and where clarification might be helpful . I mar-
veled at the degree of consensus they shared when articles 
were out for editorial review . Editors were constantly on 
the lookout for anything that might be misinterpreted! 

Watching the editorial teams work over my 15 years as 
RRCNA communications director, I admired their shared 
knowledge, their respect for each other, and their loyalty 

Serving on the first editorial team were Judith Neal, editor-
in-chief, (then Running Record editor); Marsha Studebaker, 
RRCNA section editor; Mary Anne Doyle, teaching section 
editor; Salli Forbes, implementation section editor; and 
Robert Schwartz, research section editor. Many other trainers 
volunteered to serve on a new editorial review board to  
shepherd manuscripts through the blind peer review process.
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to teachers and children . They were thoroughly grounded 
in Marie Clay’s research, and each had experienced the 
wonder of seeing children and teachers learning behind 
the glass . They were eager to help their colleagues sup-
port children who were having great difficulty with read-
ing and writing . When I retired, I had no qualms about 
leaving the JRR staff responsibility with Vicki Fox, who 
has continued to support the editorial team even after her 
own retirement . 

Mary Anne Doyle played a key role in the creation of JRR 
and on the editorial team from the beginning . As the orig-
inal editor of the teaching section, she had responsibility 
for securing articles, overseeing their review, and working 
with authors to edit those accepted for publication . She 
knew the needs of teachers and teacher leaders . And, she 
was trusted to make content decisions based on years of 
experience and a deep knowledge of research . 

Mary Anne is the longest-serving editor to date, with 9 
years as editor-in-chief and 5 years editing the teaching 
section . She is loved, respected, and trusted throughout 
the Reading Recovery community . I am grateful to have 
worked with Mary Anne, the entire editorial team, and 
the Reading Recovery community . The Journal of Reading 
Recovery is proof of the excellence of your work! 

Editorial Teams and Terms of Service

Editor-in-chief
Judith Chibante Neal  2001-02 to 2005-06
Mary Anne Doyle  2006-07 to 2011-12; 
 2016-17 to 2018-19
Connie Briggs 2012-13 to 2015-16
Patricia Scharer 2019-20 to present

Teaching Section Editor
Mary Anne Doyle 2001-02 to 2005-06
Eva Konstantellou 2006-07 to 2011-12
Elizabeth Kaye 2012-13 to 2017-18
Mary Lose 2018-19 to present

Implementation Section Editor
Salli Forbes 2001-02 to 2008-09
Patricia Scharer 2009-10 to 2014-15
James Schnug 2015-16 to 2017-18
Lori Taylor 2018-19 to 2019-20
Jamie Lipp 2020-21 (present)

Research Section Editor 
Robert Schwartz 2001-02 to 2002-03; 
 2019-20 to present
Sharan Gibson 2003-04 to 2004-05
Anne Simpson 2005-06 to 2010-11
Mary Lose 2011-12 to 2017-18
Mary Ann Poparad 2018-19

In Tribute to 
Dr. Mary Anne Doyle
RRCNA wishes to thank all the Reading Recovery 
trainers who have served as editors and editorial 
review board members for the past 19 years . A  
special thanks goes to Dr . Mary Anne Doyle who 
has played a pivotal role on the editorial team for 14 
years and as an editorial reviewer and author since 
the first issue through today . 

Mary Anne’s work as editor was guided by the 
desire to help JRR readers delve into Clay’s contri-
butions to literacy teaching and learning and deepen 
their understandings of Reading Recovery theory 
and practice . The main criterion for accepting arti-
cles for publication in the teaching section was the 
grounding in Clay’s theory of literacy processing . 

Mary Anne served as JRR editor-in-chief while also 
performing a range of significant leadership roles 
on behalf of Reading Recovery, including chair 
of the International Reading Recovery Trainers 
Organization Executive Board and president of the 
Reading Recovery Council of North America . 

In fall 2007, Mary Anne led the effort to produce 
an issue of the journal in tribute to Marie Clay, fol-
lowing her passing earlier that year . This issue not 
only provided a fitting tribute, but was successful in 
creating an archive of seminal pieces that Dr . Clay 
had written; many requiring special permission to 
reprint . Mary Anne was uniquely equipped with the 
knowledge to guide the editorial team and produce 
a truly international issue, a powerful tribute to 
Marie Clay’s influence around the world .

In addition to her work for JRR, Mary Anne has 
also undertaken many additional high-profile editor 
roles with distinction, including consulting editor 
of the Marie M . Clay Literacy Trust and area edi-
tor for The Journal of Literacy Research . She has also 
contributed numerous books, scholarly articles, and 
book chapters, including her 2019 chapter, “Marie 
M . Clay’s Theoretical Perspective: A Literacy 
Processing Theory,” in the 7th edition of Theoretical 
Models and Processes of Literacy.
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Judith Chibante Neal
In those early years, every issue was a ‘pioneer’ effort, and 
each of us as editors did our creative and intellectual best 
to meet the evolving needs of our readership . Mary Anne 
was a steadying influence simply by her faithful work for 
each issue . But I could also say that of each one of us . 
After all, we were all Reading Recovery practitioners! 

Salli Forbes
I was the implementation section editor when Mary Anne 
Doyle was editor of the teaching section and also during 
the first few years she was editor-in-chief of The Journal of 
Reading Recovery . From the beginning, Mary Anne con-
tributed to a clear vision of what the journal could be . She 
grasped the importance of including outstanding articles 
in all of the sections and presenting Reading Recovery in 
a highly professional, informative format . As the teaching 
section editor, she worked tirelessly to solicit submissions 
which would contribute to the knowledge and skills of the 
teachers and teacher leaders in the Reading Recovery net-
work . She was extremely collaborative in working with the 
other section editors . When Mary Anne became the edi-
tor-in-chief, she carried the vision of the journal forward 
and created a collaborative working environment with 
the section editors . She listened sensitively to the section 
editors’ ideas and encouraged us to support each other’s 
work . All section editors met with her on a regular basis to 
discuss ideas and work through challenges . Mary Anne’s 
contributions to The Journal of Reading Recovery are 
immeasurable and have provided the Reading Recovery 
community with an outstanding journal that we treasure 
and admire .

Robert Schwartz
A community needs communication . Mary Anne fos-
tered the Reading Recovery community by her extraor-
dinary efforts to bring us the highest quality information 
on teaching, implementation, and research . She polished 
these communications through a rigorous review and  
revision process . Her decades of dedication have enriched 
all of our lives by providing the stimulus for so much  
discussion and learning .

Connie Briggs
Mary Anne Doyle is the person you want as a colleague 
and friend . It has been my privilege to work with her on 
many special Reading Recovery projects over the years 

and as a member of the IRRTO Board of Directors . 
Someone who doesn’t know Mary Anne may first see 
her kindness and quiet demeanor, which is admirable . 
However, there is so much more to this woman once 
you get to know her . Mary Anne is a solid academic, an 
incredible writer, and a strategic thinker . As a leader, she 
is collegial, organized, professional, and straightforward 
(which I appreciate) . She is highly respected as a contrib-
uting member of the NATG and IRRTO membership 
because of her wisdom and her ability to get things done . 
Mary Anne Doyle is someone you can count on, and I am 
blessed to count her as a colleague and friend . 

Patricia Scharer
Reading Recovery professionals have learned much dur-
ing the tenure of Dr . Mary Anne Doyle as editor of The 
Journal of Reading Recovery . First, we learned about profes-
sionalism . Mary Anne approached every element of JRR 
work with dedication and talent . Under her guidance, 
the publication emerged from a newsletter to a schol-
arly journal . She understood the importance of support-
ing Reading Recovery by providing access to a range of 
well-written articles about teaching, implementation, and 
research . We have also learned about the power of collabo-
ration . I first worked as a section editor under her editor-
ship and watched first-hand how she set up contexts for 
generating ideas which would influence the journal . Some 
of our favorite contexts would be dinner the night before 
the conference in the little room at the Hyatt or meeting  
at a restaurant after an NATG meeting . These times deep-
ened our friendships and strengthened our comradery 
resulting in a consistently high-quality journal . Finally, 
she is a model for dedicating time and effort for Reading 
Recovery . Editing the journal was not the only national 
and international work she has led; the list of responsibili-
ties she has had is long but each was completed with both 
enthusiasm and kindness . I’m appreciative of each of these 
gifts she has given to all of us, especially now that I serve 
as editor-in-chief of the journal . I only hope I can serve in 
ways that honor her efforts and continue her legacy .

Anne Simpson
The Journal of Reading Recovery continues to be an exem-
plary source of ongoing professional learning for Reading 
Recovery teachers, teacher leaders, site coordinators, and 
university trainers . An editor’s role is critical in setting 
the vision and attending closely to the details to ensure 

Journal Editors Share Reflections
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the relevance and content validity of each manuscript . 
The consistent quality and usefulness of each publication 
in the journal reflects Mary Anne Doyle’s expertise and 
commitment to Reading Recovery in addition to her deep 
understanding of Clay’s theoretical perspectives . Having 
served as a section editor for the journal and a trainer 
who relies on the journal as a resource for in-training and 
ongoing training classes, I want to express my deepest 
appreciation and admiration for Mary Anne’s leadership 
as editor of the journal . What a gift of learning she has 
provided for us all and the children we serve! 

Mary Lose
It has been my honor to work as a section editor since 
2011 for The Journal of Reading Recovery, and for most 
of those years with Dr . Mary Anne Doyle . My memo-
ries of Mary Anne’s contributions to the success of JRR 
include not only her skill as a gifted editor but also her 
interactions with me as a member of the editorial team . 
Mary Anne always focused on bringing out the very best 
in every author’s work . She would often take a modest 
piece of writing, polish it to bring forward its gems, while 
always staying true to the writer’s voice and message . 
She ensured that every issue of JRR would reflect Marie 
Clay’s theory and wisdom, be a trusted resource for read-
ers, and deliver the very best in Reading Recovery teach-
ing, research, and implementation . Mary Anne devoted 
extraordinary time and effort to the quality of every issue 
and always expressed gratitude to her editorial team for 
their work, even though, in my experience, the quality of 
each issue was the direct result of her meticulous editing 
and thoughtful guidance to the editorial team . Indeed, 
RRCNA members rate JRR as their most highly coveted

member benefit, a fact that I believe can be attributed 
to Mary Anne’s editorial leadership . On a personal note, 
Mary Anne is an esteemed colleague who is always a joy to 
work with . I am forever grateful to Mary Anne Doyle for 
her legacy and lasting contributions to the success of JRR .

Eva Konstantellou
I was fortunate to serve as teaching section editor for The 
Journal of Reading Recovery for 6 years under editor-in-
chief Mary Anne Doyle . When Mary Anne had asked 
me to assume this role, I was a bit reluctant that I would 
be succeeding her as teaching section editor for the first 
5 years of the journal . As a relatively new trainer I was 
in awe of her many accomplishments in so many aspects 
of Reading Recovery; hers were very big shoes to fill . 
However, I was also very intrigued by the prospect of join-
ing a talented group of colleagues on the editorial team 
to support Reading Recovery through the dissemination 
of the writings of talented authors . I consider the 6 years 
I worked with Mary Anne on JRR as among the most 
rewarding of my professional career in Reading Recovery . 
Soliciting manuscripts, working with reviewers, partici-
pating in meetings and conference calls, editing a few 
manuscripts simultaneously — it was busy and hard work 
and yet it all seemed manageable because we had an edi-
tor who was genuine, kind, flexible, tentative, a good lis-
tener, and above all, respectful of her colleagues’ profes-
sional judgment . How lucky were we on the editorial team 
to confer regularly with someone who was so dedicated 
to the preservation of the integrity and quality of Clay’s 
work! I came out of my 6-year service on JRR a better 
thinker and a better trainer, largely because of the con-
ditions for learning and collaborative inquiry that Mary 
Anne had established as editor-in-chief . 

JRR editors often schedule planning and work sessions after all-day meetings and conferences. Shown here (left to right) 
enjoying some after dinner fun in Kansas City are Connie Briggs, Eva Konstantellou, Mary Anne Doyle, Pat Scharer, Bob 
Schwartz, Salli Forbes, Pat Gallant (guest), Anne Simpson, Betsy Kaye, Mary Lose, and Marsha Studebaker (being celebrated 
at this surprise retirement dinner with current and former editors).
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Betsy Kaye
I am enormously grateful for Mary Anne Doyle’s count-
less contributions to our international Reading Recovery 
network!  Year after year, RRCNA member surveys reveal 
that our members highly value The Journal of Reading 
Recovery, and Mary Anne Doyle’s leadership has been a 
critical factor in the journal’s success . Her vast knowledge 
of Reading Recovery ensures that the journal addresses 
important issues related to our implementation and teach-
ing practice in addition to pertinent research and policy in 
the field . As a journal reader, I have always appreciated the 
quality and relevance of the articles . As a former section 
editor, I appreciated Mary Anne’s planning, guidance, 
and thoughtful feedback . I respect her high standards for 
excellence and appreciate that she has tirelessly served the 
Reading Recovery community in a way that continues to 
positively impact our work with children, teachers, and 
the broader educational community .

Lori Taylor
When I was invited by Mary Anne Doyle to serve as a sec-
tion editor on the journal, I immediately agreed . You don’t 
say no to someone you have idolized for years . As a “new 
kid on the block” among Reading Recovery trainers, how-
ever, I was a bit intimidated with the weight of the task 
and assured by Mary Anne that there would be  
support . As editor-in-chief, she warmly welcomed me to 
the team, providing guidance and trust as she mentored 
me . Thank you, Mary Anne, for both your kindness and 
dedication to the journal, colleagues, and children of 
Reading Recovery .

Jim Schnug
I always looked forward to our editorial meetings two or 
three times each year, when Mary Anne presided over a 
cacophony of ideas, pitches, and subject matter that she 
expertly shepherded toward a final issue .

Mary Ann Poparad
Anything I put into words seems too minimal to tribute 
the great mind and professional contributions of Mary 
Anne Doyle . To me she is an outstanding example, writer, 
communicator, mentor, and most of all, a trusted col-
league . In the brief time I served as a section editor, she 
supported, encouraged, nudged, and guided us to our best 
possible selves in all aspects of our work .

Vicki Fox
Thoughtful, considerate, mindful, supportive, caring,  
collaborative, influential, dedicated, persistent, giving, 
admired, gently persuasive, fun … all describe Mary Anne 
Doyle . Her willingness to share her wisdom and vast 
knowledge has—in so many ways—given support to me, 
to this journal, to RRCNA, and to the broader Reading 
Recovery community . She is a talented and gracious 
leader, and a truly wonderful person . I am blessed to have 
shared this journey with her as a trusted guide and to call 
her my friend . Mary Anne is, indeed, a bright spot in my 
Reading Recovery adventure!

Launch a fundraiser for your 
birthday, in memory or honor  
of someone, or for any special 
occasion. You’ll be able to set 
a goal, keep track of your prog-
ress, thank your supporters, 
and share the news on your 
timeline. Facebook covers all 
fees for nonprofits, so 100% of 
your tax-deductible donation 
goes to RRCNA’s Foundation 
for Struggling Readers. 

Support the Foundation for Struggling Readers with a Facebook Fundraiser


