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Remember that Janet Jackson song from the 80s! (Remem-
ber our hair!) In the association management field, we 
know that members have high expectations and want to 
receive valuable member benefits for their dues dollars.  
Our goal is to be responsive to your needs. Here is an  
overview of our recent work:

•  Organized the celebration of 30 years of Reading Recov-
ery in North America. So many of you joined with us in 
the celebration — through our website, in your own site/
district anniversary events, and participating with 2,800 
others in celebration activities at the 2015 National Read-
ing Recovery & K–6 Literacy Conference.

•  Raised more than $280,000 in individual donations and 
grants in fiscal year 2015 to support our mission, includ-
ing the following:

Collaborated with seven vendors to develop 
the Reading Recovery Expansion Grant initia-
tive. Four university training centers (UTCs) 
were awarded funds enabling them to provide 
seven school districts with scholarships to sup-
port the training of Reading Recovery teachers 
to deepen or expand implementation. In total, 
UTCs received forty-five $1,000 grants for teacher 
training, plus 350 free little books and teaching 
materials for each teacher. The entire project dis-
tributed more than $127,000 worth of support!

Awarded three $10,000 teacher leader training 
scholarships and twenty $1,000 professional devel-
opment grants to assist members in attending the 
2016 National Conference.

Provided a year of free in-training membership to 
more than 900 i3 teachers in training.

•  Advocated with members of Congress who are key in 
passing the reauthorization of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act (ESEA). Our leadership encour-
aged them to press on and to maintain the language 
related to comprehensive literacy instruction. 

•  Participated in Advocates for Literacy, a consortium of 
100 organizations committed to education policy and 
adequate funding to support improved literacy instruc-
tion in the nation’s most-challenged schools.

•  Published the new guide, Promising Literacy for Every 
Child: Reading Recovery and a Comprehensive Literacy 
System. This resource enables Reading Recovery teachers, 
teacher leaders, and administrators to assess their school’s 
current approach to reading and writing instruction and 
then plan improvements through collaborative profes-
sional development, alignment of literacy theory, and 
focus on individualized instruction.

•  Created online professional development toolkits that 
guide school teams in creating a shared vision and goals 
for literacy learning. Designed for use with the compre-
hensive literacy guide, the online toolkits include videos, 
reference guides, journal articles, web links, audio files, 
and other resources for teaching staff and administrators.

•  Worked side-by-side with the North American Trainers 
Group, providing staffing and support for this group of 
50 trainers in the U.S. and Canada who conduct ongo-
ing research, train teacher leaders, oversee implementa-
tions, maintain and revise the standards and guidelines, 
and uphold the Reading Recovery and Literacy Lessons 
trademarks.

•  Published the outstanding bi-annual Journal of Reading 
Recovery, one of our most-valued member benefits.

•  Provided an array of free members-only web-based 
resources — from the Reading Recovery Book List to 
online copymasters of forms, a searchable database of all 
current and past publications, marketing and advocacy 
fact sheets and printable resources, an online discussion 
board, webcasts, national conference handouts, mp3 re-
cordings of your favorite speakers, and much more!

•  Planned and conducted some of the highest quality lit-
eracy conferences available on the continent!
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•  Jumped into social media with Facebook, Twitter, and 
LinkedIn updates. Follow us!

•  Fostered member involvement with RRCNA on commit-
tees, work groups, and through our National Conference 
membership meeting.

•  Offered professional development publications and mod-
ules for your use, as well as the many logo items you love. 

•  Through our websites, informed school decision makers 
and directed them to Reading Recovery teacher lead-
ers and university training centers throughout North 
America.

•  Generated visibility for Reading Recovery and your im-
portant work with the education press, likeminded orga-
nizations, policymakers, parents, and the general public.

•  Published resources you can use with decision makers in 
your district, such as “Early Literacy Matters: Dyslexia, 
Specific Learning Disabilities, and Reading Recovery” 
from RRCNA and “Ideology and Early Literacy Evi-
dence: A Response to Chapman & Tunmer (2015)” by 
Robert M. Schwartz.

•  Assisted in the management of the International Read-
ing Recovery Trainers Organization and serving as event 
manager for the 2016 International Reading Recovery 
Institute in Vancouver next July.

•  Made available an online literacy digital library through 
the Center for Early Literacy Information. This search-
able research database is free and available to the public.

•  Provided information and a forum for discussion and 
collaboration for the deans of the 18 university training 
centers.

•  Awarded $87,000 in grants to train five new university 
trainers at Georgia State University, University of Maine, 
Texas Woman’s University, and the Canadian Institute of 
Reading Recovery.

•  Provided assistance for the growth of the Spanish and 
French reconstructions of Reading Recovery, Descu-
briendo la Lectura (DLL) and Intervention Préventive en 
Lecture-Écriture (IPLE).

The RRCNA Board of Directors and staff work for you 
every day! Please feel free to contact me with new ideas we 
might pursue.

Shop Amazon?
Smile and
Help Support 
the Council!

Visit smile.amazon.com, sign in to 
your regular Amazon account, and 
designate RRCNA as the charitable 
organization you’d like to support. 
Every time you shop, The Amazon 
Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% 
of the purchase price from your 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases.

Go to www.smile.amazon.com and start shopping!


